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Song of Songs of Solomon

CHAPTER|

Anglican version. Vulgate, catholic.
1. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's.

2. Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth; for thy loveis
better than wine. 1. Let him kiss me with the kiss of his mouth; for
thy breasts are better than wine,

3. Because of the savor of thy good ointments, thy name is as ointment
poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee. 2. And more fragrant
than the choicest ointments. Thy nameisas oil poured forth;
therefore have the virgins loved thee.

4. Draw me, we will run after thee, the King hath brought me into his
chambers; we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy
love more than wine; the upright love thee. 3. Draw me, we will run
after thee to the odor of thine ointments. The King hath brought me
into his storechambers; we will exult and be glad in thee, remembering
thy breasts are better than wine, the upright love thee.

5. 1 am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents
of Kedar, asthe curtains of Solomon. 4. | am black, but comely, O ye
daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of
Solomon.

6. Look not upon me because | am black, because the sun hath looked
upon me; my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the
keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have | not kept. 5.

L ook not upon me because | am dark-colored, because the sun hath
tanned me; my mother's children strove against me; they made me keeper
in the vineyards; mine own vineyard have | not kept.

7. Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou
makest thy flock to rest at noon; for why should | be asonethat is
turned aside by the flocks of thy companions? 6. Tell me, O thou whom
my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou reposest at mid-day,
lest | should begin to wander after the flocks of thy companions.

8. If thou knowest not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth
by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds
tents. 7. If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way
forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the
shepherds' tents.

9. | have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horsesin
Pharaoh's chariots. 8. | have compared thee, O my love, to a company
of horsemen in Pharaoh's chariots.

10. Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains of
gold. 9. Thy cheeks are comely as aturtledove's; thy neck as jewels.
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11. We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver. 10. We
will make thee chains of gold inlaid with silver.

12. While the King sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth
the smell thereof. 11. While the King was reclining upon his couch, my
spikenard sent forth the smell thereof.

13. A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved unto me; he shall lie all
night betwixt my breasts. 12. A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved
unto me; he shall abide between my breasts.

14. My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire, in the vineyards
of Engedi. 13. My beloved isunto me as a cluster of cypress, in the
vineyards of Engaddi.

15. Behold, thou art fair, my love, behold, thou art fair; thou hast
doves' eyes. 14. Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art
fair; thou hast doves eyes.

16. Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant; also our bed is
green. 15. Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, and comely; our bed is
adorned with flowers.

17. The beams of our house are cedar and our rafters of fir. 16. The
beams of our houses are of cedar and our carved ceilings are of
Cypress.

CHAPTER II.

Anglican version. Vulgate.
1. | am therose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 1. | am the
flower of thefield, and the lily of the valleys.
2. Asthelily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. 2. As
the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.

3. Asthe appletree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved
among the sons. | sat down under his shadow with great delight, and
his fruit was sweet to my taste. 3. As the appletree among the trees
of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. | sat down under the

shadow of him whom | desired, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
4. He brought me into the banqueting house, and his banner over me was
love. 4. He brought me into the wine cellars and set love in order
within me.

5. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples; for | am sick of
love. 5. Stay me with flowers, strew me with apples; for | am sick of
love.

6. Hisleft hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me.
6. Hisleft hand is under my head and his right hand shall embrace me.
7.1 charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes and by the
hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my lovetill she
please. 7. | charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes and
by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my lovetill
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she please.

8. The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh, leaping upon the
mountains, skipping upon the hills. 8. The voice of my beloved!
behold, he cometh, leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the
hills.

9. My beloved islike aroe or ayoung hart: behold he standeth behind
our wall; he looketh forth at the windows, showing himself through the
lattice.

10. My beloved spake and said unto me: Rise up, my love, my fair one,
and come away. 10. Behold, my beloved speaketh to me and saith: Rise
up my love, my dove, my fair one, and come.

11. For lo! the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;

12. The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds
Is come, and the voice of the turtleis heard in our land; 12. The
flowers have appeared on the earth; the pruning timeis come, and the
voice of theturtleisheard in our land;

13. The figtree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the
tender grapes give agood smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, come
away. 13. Thefigtree hath put forth her green figs, and the flowering
vines give agood smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, come.

14. O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the secret of the stairs,

L et me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy
voice, and thy countenance is comely. 14. My dove in the clefts of the
rock, in the hollow of the wall, shew me thy countenance and let thy
voice sound in mine ears; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance
is comely.

15. Take usthe foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines; for our
vines have tender grapes. 15. Take usthe little foxes that spoil the
vines; for our vineisin blossom.

16. My beloved ismine and | am his; he feedeth among the lilies.
17. Until the day break and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved,

and be thou like aroe or ayoung hart upon the mountains of Bether.

CHAPTER III.

Anglican version. Vulgate.
1. By night on my bed, | sought him whom my soul loveth; | sought him,
but | found him not.

2. 1 will arise now and go about the city in the streets, and in the
broad ways | will seek him whom my soul loveth: | sought him, but |
found him not.

3. The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom | said, Saw
ye him whom my soul loveth?

4. It was but alittle that | passed from them but | found him whom my
soul loveth: | held him and would not let him go, until | had brought
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him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that conceived
me. 4. It was but alittle that | passed by them when | found him whom
my soul loveth. | held him: neither will | let him go until | bring
him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that conceived
me.

5. | charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes and by the
hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my lovetill he
please. 5. | charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes and
the hinds of the fields, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till
she please.

6. Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of
smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all the powders of
the merchant? 6. Who is she that goeth up by the wilderness, like a
pillar of smoke from the incense of myrrh and frankincense and all
powders of the perfumer?

7. Behold his bed, which is Solomon's; threescore valiant men are
about it, of the valiant of Isradl.

8. They all hold swords, being expert in war; every man hath his sword
upon his thigh because of fear in the night.

9. King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon.
10. He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold,
the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being paved with love
for the daughters of Jerusalem. 10. He made the pillars thereof of
silver, the couch of gold, the ascent thereto of purple; and the midst
thereof he strewed with love for the daughters of Jerusalem.

11. Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold King Solomon with the
crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals,
and in the day of the gladness of his heart.

CHAPTERIV.

Anglican version. Vulgate.

1. Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold thou art fair; thou hast
doves' eyes within thy locks; thy hair isas aflock of goats that
appear from mount Gilead. 1. How beautiful thou art, my love; how
beautiful thou art! Thou hast doves eyes, besides what is hid within;
thy hair isas aflock of goats that appear from mount Gilead.

2. Thy teeth are like aflock of sheep that are even shorn, which came
up from the washing, whereof every one bears twins, and none is barren
among them.

3. Thy lips arelike athread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely;
thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks. 3. Thy
lips are as a scarlet fillet; and thy speech is sweet Thy cheeks are
like a piece of pomegranate, besides that which is hidden within.

4. Thy neck islike the tower of David, builded for an armory, whereon
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there hang athousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men. 4. Thy neck
is like the tower of David, builded with bulwarks; athousand shields
hang upon it, all the armor of mighty men.
5. Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins, which feed
among thelilies.
6. Until the day break and the shadows flee away, | will get me to the
mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense.
7. Thou art al fair, my love, there is no spot in thee.

8. Come with me from L ebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon; ook
from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the
lions dens, from the mountains of the leopards. 8. Come from Lebanon,
my spouse, come from Lebanon, come; thou shalt be crowned from the top
of Amana, from the peak of Shenir and Hermon, from the dens of the
lions, from the mountains of the leopards.

9. Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse, thou hast
ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck.
9. Thou hast wounded my heart, my sister spouse; thou hast wounded my
heart with one of thine eyes and with one tress of thy neck.

10. How fair isthy love, my sister, my spouse! how much better is thy
love than wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices! 10.
How fair are thy breasts, my sister spouse! thy breasts are fairer
than wine, and the smell of thine ointments than all spices.

11. Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are
under thy tongue, and the smell of thy garmentsislike the smell of
L ebanon.

12. A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a
fountain sealed. 12. A garden enclosed is my sister spouse; a garden
enclosed, afountain sealed.

13. Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits;
camphor with spikenard; 13. Thy plants are a paradise of pomegranates
with the fruits of the orchard. Cypress with spikenard.

14. Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon with all trees of
frankincense; myrrh and aloes with all the chief spices. 14. Spikenard
and saffron; calamus and cinnamon with all the trees of Lebanon;
myrrh, and aloes with all the chief ointments.

15. A fountain of gardens, awell of living waters and streams from
Lebanon. 15. A fountain of gardens, awell of living waters, and
streams flowing strongly from L ebanon.

16. Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden
that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved comeinto his
garden and eat his pleasant fruits. 16. Arise, O north wind, and come,
thou south, blow through my garden and let its spices flow out.

CHAPTER V.
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Anglican version. Vulgate.

1. | am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse; | have gathered my
myrrh with my spice; | have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; | have
drunk my wine with my milk; eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink
abundantly, O beloved. 1. Let my beloved come into his garden and eat
the fruit of his appletrees. | am come into my garden, my sister
spouse; | have gathered my myrrhs with my spices; | have eaten my
honeycomb with my honey; | have drunk my wine with my milk; eat, O
friends, drink and be drunken, O dearly beloved.

2. | sleep, but my heart waketh; it is the voice of my beloved that
knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my
undefiled; for my head isfilled with dew, and my locks with the drops
of the night.

3. | have put off my coat; how shall | put it on? | have washed my
feet; how shall | defile them?

4. My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels
were moved for him. 4. My beloved put in his hand through the opening,
and my bowelsthrilled at his touch.

5. | rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh,
and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the
lock. 5. | rose up to open to my beloved; my hands dropped with myrrh,
and my fingers were bathed with the choicest myrrh.

6. | opened to my beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn himself and
was gone; my soul failed when he spake; | sought him, but | could not
find him; | called him, but he gave me no answer. 6. | withdrew the
bolt of my door for my beloved; but he had turned aside and was gone.
My soul melted when he spake; | sought him, and found him not; |
called him, but he gave me no answer.

7. The watchmen that went about the city found me, they smote me, they
wounded me; the keepers of the wallstook away my veil from me.

8. | charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that
yetell him that | am sick of love.

9. What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest among
women! what is thy beloved, more than another beloved, that thou dost
so charge us?

10. My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.
11. Hishead is as the most fine gold, hislocks are bushy and black
asaraven. 11. His head is as the most fine gold, hislocks as the
clusters of the palm, black as araven.

12. His eyes are as the eyes of doves, by the rivers of waters, washed
with milk, and fitly set. 12. Hiseyes are like adove's by therivers
of waters, washed with milk, and sitting beside overflowing streams.
13. His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers; hislipslike
lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh. 13. His cheeks are as a bed of
spices, prepared by the perfumers; hislips like lilies, dropping
choice myrrh.
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14. His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl, hisbelly isas
bright ivory overlaid with sapphires. 14. His hands are turned as of
gold, set with hyacinths; hisbelly isivory set with sapphires.

15. Hislegs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold;
his countenance is as L ebanon, excellent as the cedars. 15.

16. His mouth is most swest, yea, he is altogether lovely. Thisis my
beloved and thisis my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem. 16. His
throat is most swest, etc.

CHAPTER VI.

Anglican version. Vulgate.
1. Whither isthy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women? Whither is
thy beloved turned aside? that we may seek him with thee.
2. My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to
feed in the gardens and to gather lilies. 1.
3.1 am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine: he feedeth among the
lilies. 2.

4. Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem,
terrible as an army with banners. 3. Thou art beautiful, O my love,
sweet and comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army set in array.

5. Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me; thy hair
isas aflock of goats that appear from Gilead. 4. Turn away thine
eyes from me, because they have made me to flee away; thy hair isasa
flock of goats that appear from Gilead.

6. Thy teeth are as aflock of sheep which go up from the washing,
whereof every one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among
them. 5.

7. As apiece of pomegranate are thy temples within thy locks. 6. As
the rind of a pomegranate are thy cheeks, besides that which is hidden
within.

8. There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and virgins
without number. 7.

9. My dove, my undefiled, is but one, she isthe only one of her
mother, she is the choice one of her that bare her. The daughters saw
her and blessed her, yea, the queens and the concubines, and they
praised her. 8.

10. Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon,
clear asthe sun, and terrible as an army with banners? 9. Who is she
that cometh forth as the rising morning, fair as the moon, clear as
the sun, and terrible as an army in battle array?

11. | went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the
valley and to see whether the vine flourished and the pomegranates
budded. 10.

12. Or ever | was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of
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Aminadib. 11. | know nothing, my soul troubled me on account of the
chariots of Aminadab.

13. Return, return, O Shulamite! return, return, that we may ook upon
thee. 12. Return, return, O Shulamite! return, return that we may look
upon thee.

What will ye see in the Shulamite? As it were the company of two
armies.

CHAPTER VII

Anglican version. Vulgate.

1. What will ye see in the Shulamite, but the companies of camps?
1. How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince's daughter! the
joints of thy thighs are like jewels the work of the hands of a
cunning workman. How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince's
daughter! the joints of thy thighs are like jewels the work of the
hands of a cunning workman.

2. Thy navel islike around goblet which wanteth not liquor, thy
belly islike a heap of wheat set about with lilies. 2.

3. Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins. 3.

4. Thy neck is as atower of ivory, thine eyes like the fish-poolsin
Heshbon, by the gate of Bathrabbim; thy nose is as the tower of
L ebanon which looked toward Damascus. 4. Thy neck is as atower of
ivory; thine eyes like the fish-pools in Heshbon, which arein the
gate of the daughter of the multitude, thy nose is as the tower of
L ebanon which looketh toward Damascus.

5. Thine head upon thee is like Carmel; and the hair of thine head
like purple, the King is held in the galleries. 5. Thine head upon
theeis like Carmel, and the hair of thy head like the King's purple,
bound by the channels.

6. How fair and how pleasant art thou, O Love, for delights! 6.

7. Thisthy statureislike to a palm tree and thy breasts to clusters
of grapes. 7.

8.1 said, | will go up to the palm tree, | will take hold of the
boughs thereof; now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine,
and the smell of thy nose like apples; 8. | said, | will go up to the
palm-tree, and | will take hold of the fruit thereof; and thy breasts
shall be as clusters of the vine, and the smell of thy mouth like that
of apples.

9. And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved, that
goeth down sweetly, causing the lips of those that are asleep to
speak. 9. Thy throat is like the best wine fit for my beloved to
drink, and to be dwelt upon with delight by his lips and teeth.
10. I am my beloved's, and his desire is towards me. 10.

11. Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let uslodge in
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the villages. 11.

12. Let us get up early to the vineyard; let us seeif thevine
flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud
forth; there will | give thee my loves. 12. Let us get up early to the
vineyards; let us seeif the vine flourish, if the flowers bring forth
fruit, and the pomegranate has blossomed; there will | give thee my
breasts.

13. The mandrakes give asmell, and at our gates are al manner of
pleasant fruits, new and old, which | have laid up for thee, O my
beloved. 13.

CHAPTER VIII.

Anglican version. Vulgate.

1. O that thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of my
mother! when | should find thee without, | would kiss thee, yet |
should not be despised. 1. Who will give thee to me for a brother,

sucking the breasts of my mother? that | might find thee without and
kiss thee, and yet not be despised?

2. | would lead thee and bring thee into my mother's house, who would
instruct me; | would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice
of my pomegranates. 2. | will lay hold upon thee and bring thee into
my mother's house; there thou shalt teach me, and | will givethee a
bowl of spiced wine, and new wine of my pomegranates.

3. Hisleft hand should be under my head, and his right hand should
embrace me. 3.

4. | charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor
awake my love, until he please. 4. | charge you, O daughters of
Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, until she please.
5. Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her
beloved? | raised thee up under the appletree; there thy mother
brought thee forth; there she brought thee forth that bare thee. 5.
Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, replete with delights,
leaning upon the arm of her beloved?
| raised thee up under the appletree; there thy mother was corrupted,
there was she deflowered, that brought thee forth.

6. Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm; for love
is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave; the coals thereof
are coals of fire which hath a most vehement flame. 6. Set me asa
seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm; for love is strong as
death, jealousy is cruel as hell; the lights thereof are lights of
fire and flames.

7. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it; if
aman would give all the substance of hishouse for love, it would
utterly be contemned. 7.
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8. We have alittle sister and she hath no breasts; what shall we do
for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for? 8.

9. If she be awall, we will build upon her a palace of silver; and if
she be a door, we will enclose her with boards of cedar. 9. If she be
awall, we will build upon it bulwarks of silver; if she be adoor, we

will frame it with boards of cedar.
10. | am awall, and my breasts like towers; then was| in hiseyes as
one that found favor. 10.

11. Solomon had avineyard at Baalhamoh; he let out the vineyard unto
keepers; every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand
pieces of silver. 11. The peaceable had avineyard in that which hath
people; he delivered it to keepers, each one brings for the fruit
thereof athousand pieces of silver.

12. My vineyard which is mine is before me; thou, O Solomon, must have
athousand, and those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred. 12. My
vineyard is before me. Thou, O peaceable, must have a thousand, and
those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred.

13. Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to thy
voice; cause meto hear it. 13.

14. Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to aroe or to ayoung
hart upon the mountains of spices. 14. Flee away, my beloved, and be
thou like to aroe or to ayoung hart upon the mountains of spices.

COMMENTARY.

CHAPTER I.
VERSE 1. Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth.

THIS kiss, which the soul desires of its God, is essential union, or a
real, permanent and lasting possession of its divine object. It isthe
spiritual marriage.

That this may be understood, it is necessary to explain the difference
between a union of the powers and essential union. Either of them may
be transitory, and for afew moments only, or permanent and lasting.

The union of the powersis that by which God unites the soul to
Himself, but very superficialy; it is more properly a contact than a
union.

It is nevertheless united to the personal Trinity according to the

different effects peculiar to each member of it; but aways asif to
distinct persons, and by an intermediate operation. This operation
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serves both as a means and an end, the soul resting in the union thus
experienced, without supposing that there is anything beyond.

This union is accomplished in order, in all the powers of the soul,
and is sometimes perceived in one or two of them according to the
designs of God, and at othersin all three together. This constitutes
the application of the soul to the Holy Trinity asto distinct
persons.

When the union isin the understanding alone, it is aunion of pure
intellect, and is attributed to the Word as a distinct person.

When the union isin the memory, which is effected by an absorption of
the soul into God, and a profound forgetfulness of the creature, it is
attributed to the Father, as a distinct person.

And when it takes place in the will alone, by aloving joy without
sight or knowledge of anything distinct, it isaunion of love, and is
attributed to the Holy Spirit, as adistinct person. And this |atter
Isthe most perfect of all, because it approaches nearer than any
other to essential union, and is generally the road by which the soul
arrives at it.

All these unions are divine embraces--but they are not the Kiss of His
mouth.

These unions are of two sorts, the one transitory and very short
lived, the other permanent and sustained by the perpetual presence of
God, and a sweet and tranquil love, which continues in the midst of
everything.

Such, in afew words, is the union of the powers, which is aunion of
betrothal; it implies the affection of the heart, caresses and mutual
presents, asis the case with the betrothed, but not the full
enjoyment of its object.

Essential union and the kiss of His mouth is the spiritual marriage,
where there is a union of essence with essence, and a communication of
substance--where God takes the soul for a spouse and unites Himself to

it, no longer by persons nor by any act or means, but immediately,

reducing all into unity and possessing it in His own unity. [6]

Then it isthe kiss of His mouth, and real and perfect possession. It
Is an enjoyment which is neither barren nor unfruitful, since it
extends to nothing less than the communication of the Word of God to
the soul.
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We must remember that God is all mouth, as Heis all word, and that
the application of this divine mouth to the soul is the perfect
enjoyment and consummeation of the marriage by which the communication
of God Himself, and of Hisword, is made to the soul.

Thisiswhat may be called the apostolic state, in which the soul is
not only espoused but fruitful, for God, as mouth, is some time united
to the soul before rendering it fruitful of His own fecundity.

There are some who maintain that this union cannot take place until
the next life, but | am confident that it may be attained in this,
with this reservation, that here we possess without seeing, there we
shall behold what we possess.

Now | say, that while the view of God isin addition to our glory,
without which it would be incomplete, it does not, nevertheless,
constitute essential beatitude; for we are happy from the moment we
receive the supreme Good, and can receive and enjoy it without seeing
it. We enjoy it herein the night of faith, where we have the pleasure
of enjoyment without the satisfaction of sight; there, we shall have
the clear vision of God in addition to the happiness of possessing
Him. But this blindness hinders neither the true possession nor the
veritable enjoyment of the object, nor the consummation of the divine
marriage, any more than it does the real communication of the Word to
the soul.

Thisisfar from imaginary, as will be attested by every person of
experience. [7]

The present is a proper opportunity to resolve the difficulty of some
spiritual persons who think that when the soul is united with God in
an essential union, it can no longer speak of Jesus Christ and his
interior states, the soul having passed through and left that state. |
agree with them entirely, that union to Jesus Christ has preceded for
along time the essential union, since union with Him as a person,
took place during the union of the powers; and further, that the union
with the God-man Christ Jesusisthe first of al, and occurs at the
very beginning of the illuminated life. But as regards the
communication of the Word to the soul, | say that the soul must first
have arrived in God alone, [8] and been there established in essential
union, and by the spiritual marriage, before the divine communication
can be made to it; asthe fruits and products of marriage can only
appear after its consummeation.

All thisis more real than can be expressed; and in the fact that God
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here possesses the soul without interruption, we may trace the
difference between essential union and every other kind. When united
with the creature, we can only enjoy it by intervals, because the
creature is without; but the enjoyment of God is permanent and
lasting, because it is within, and God being our final end, the soul
can incessantly pour itself into Him asinto its goal and centre, to
be there mingled and transformed without ever again coming out. [9]
Just as ariver, which is composed of water derived from the sea, and
quite distinct from it, finding itself away from its original,
endeavorsin various ways to reach the ocean; which, having done, it
loses and mixesitself with it, just asit was before it |eft there,
and can no longer be distinguished from it.

It isfurther to be observed, that God, in creating us, made us
participants of His being and fit to be reunited to Him; at the same
time bestowing upon us a tendency towards such areunion. [10] He has
imparted asimilar trait to the human body in respect to manin a
state of innocence, drawing it from man himself, that He might giveit
thisinclination to union, asto its origin. But as this takes place
between gross, material substances, the union can only be material and
very restricted, because it occurs between solid and impenetrable
bodies. This may beillustrated by the attempt to unite two metals of
very different qualities by fusing them together; they never can be
perfectly united on account of their dissimilitude; but the nearer
alike the two metals are, the more readily they mix. On the other
hand, mix two glasses of water, and the two immediately become so
mingled as to be undistinguishable. Thus, the soul, being perfectly
spiritual inits character, is altogether fitted to be united, mingled

and transformed in its God.

This may be illustrated by the union of salt and water: when alump of
rock salt isthrown into water, there is union between the two,
because they are on all sides united; but when the salt is liquefied,
dissolved and vanished, then there is union and admixture.

There may be a union without any intermixture; such is the union of
the powers. But the intermingling is the essential union; and this
union is absolute, being of al intheal.

It isonly to God that the soul can be thus united, because such is

its nature by creation. Thisiswhat Saint Paul calls being changed

into the same image (2 Cor. iii. 18), and the Savior, oneness (John.
xvii. 11, 21).

Now this takes place when the soul loses its proper subsistence to
exist only in God; by which is meant mystically, the loss of all
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self-appropriation, and aloving and perfect sinking of the soul into
Him, and not that essential despoiling of its intimate existence
implied in the hypostatic union. It is as when adrop of water is let
fall into a cup of wine; it loses its own appropriate form and
character, and is apparently changed into wine; but its being and
substance always remains entirely distinct; so that, if it werethe
will of God, an Angel could, at any time, separate the identical drop.
In the same way, the soul may always be separated from God, though
with great difficulty.

This, then, is the lofty and intimate union that the Spouse so
pressingly demands at the hand of the Bridegroom. She asks it of Him
as though she was addressing another; an impetuous sally of love,
giving vent to her passion without particular thought as to whom she
was speaking. Let Him kiss me, says she, since He can do it, but let
it be with the kisses of His mouth; no other union can content me;
that alone can satisfy all my desires, and that iswhat | demand.

1, 2. For thy breasts are better than wine, and more fragrant than the
choicest ointments.

Thy breasts, O God, from which Thou nourishest souls in their
beginnings, are so sweet and pleasant, that they render Thy children,
and even those who have yet need of the breast, stronger than the
stoutest men who are drinkers of wine. They are so fragrant that, by
their charming perfume, they attract those souls that are happy enough
to perceive it; they are also like a precious ointment that heals
every interior wound. Ah! if this be so, even at the outset, what
delights will there not be in the nuptial kiss, the kiss of His mouth!

This Song of Songs starts in the beginning with, an announcement of
what isto beitsend, and, as it were, the recompense and perfection
of the Spouse; for it is altogether natural that the prospect and
desire of the end should precede the choice of the means. These |atter
are then described in order, beginning with spiritual infancy.

It was aview of thisend, that induced the Spouse to ask, in the
first instance, the kiss of his mouth; though it is the last thing she
will receive, and that only after having undergone many atrial and
many atoil.

2. Thy nameisas oil poured forth; therefore have the virgins loved
thee.
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Sensible grace, which is here signified by the name of the Bridegroom,
penetrates the whole soul so powerfully with the sweetness which God
sends to the souls He intends to fill with Hislove, that it istruly
like a balm poured forth, which extends and insensibly increases, in
proportion asit is more and more poured out, and with so excellent an
odor that the young soul finds itself wholly penetrated by its power
and sweetness. This takes place without violence, and with so much
pleasure that the soul, still young and feeble, suffersitself to be
carried away by these innocent charms. Thisisthe way God causes
Himself to be loved by young hearts, who are not as yet capable of
loving except on account of the pleasure they experience in loving. It
was by a stream of this oil of gladness, that the Father anointed the
Son above his fellows, who shall share His glory with Him.--(Psalm
Xlv. 7.)

3. Draw me, we will run after thee to the odor of thine ointments.

Thisyoung lover prays the Bridegroom to draw her by the centre of her
soul, asif she were not satisfied with the sweetness of the balsam
poured forth among her powers; for she already comprehends, through
the grace of the Bridegroom, who continually draws her with more and
more force, that there is an enjoyment of Himself more noble and more
intimate than that which she at present shares. Thisiswhat gives
rise to her present request. Draw me, says she, into the most interior
chambers of my soul, that my powers and senses may al run to Thee by
this deeper though less perceptible course. Draw me, O divine Lover!
and we will run after Thee by recollection which causes usto perceive
the divine force by which Thou drawest us towards Thee. In running, we
will be guided by a certain odor, perceived by virtue of Thine
attraction which is the smell of the ointment Thou hast already poured
forth to heal the evil that sin has caused in our powers, and to
purify our senses from the corruption that has there entered. We will
even outrun this odor to reach Thee, the centre of our bliss.

This excellent perfume givesrise to the prayer of recollection,
because the senses as well as the powers all run after its odor, which
causes them to taste with delight that the Lord is good. (Psalm xxxiv.
8.)

3. The King hath brought me into his store-chambers; we will exult and
be glad in thee, remembering thy breasts better than wine; the upright
love thee.

The soul has no sooner manifested her desire to pass by al creatures
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that it may run to Him, than, to recompense her for alove already
somewhat purified, He causes her to enter into his divine
store-chambers. Thisis a greater grace than any she has hitherto
received, for it isatransient union in the powers.

When the heart of a man displays sufficient fidelity to be willing to
dispense with all the gifts of God that it may reach God himself, He
takes pleasure in showering upon it a profusion of the very giftsit
did not seek; but He removes them with indignation from those who
prefer them to seeking Himself alone.

It was a knowledge of this, that caused the royal prophet to urge all
men to seek the Lord and His strength; to seek His face evermore
(Psalm cv. 4); as though he would have said, do not stop at the graces
or giftsof God, which are only as the rays that issue from His face,
but which are not Himself; mount up to His very throne and there seek
Him; seek His face evermore until you are so blessed asto find it.

Then, says the Spouse, transported with joy at the ineffable secret
revealed to her, then, when we are in thee, O God, we shall exult and
be glad in Thee; we will remember thy breasts more than wine; that is,
the remembrance of having preferred the Bridegroom over everything
else, will be the height of her joy and pleasure. She had aready
chosen the sweetness of his milk before the wine of the pleasures of
thisworld; wherefore, she says, we will remember thy breasts more
than wine. Here she chooses God in preference to His spiritual
consolations; and the transports of grace, which she experienced while
drawing the milk of His breasts.

She adds, the upright love Theeg, to signify that the true uprightness
which leads the soul to dispense with al the pleasures of earth and
the enjoyments of heaven, to be lost in God, iswhat constitutes pure
and perfect love. In truth, O my God, none but those who are upright
in the way, can love Thee as Thou deservest to be loved!

4. | am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents
of Kedar, asthe curtains of Solomon.

Asthe greatest graces of God tend always to produce in us a deeper
knowledge of what we are, and as they would not come from Him, if they
did not give, in their degree, a certain taste of the misery of the
creature, so it iswith this soul; scarcely has she emerged from the
store chambers of the King before she discovers that sheis black.
What is this thy blackness, O thou incomparable maiden? (we say to
her;) tell us, we pray thee. | am black, she says, because | perceive
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by the light of my divine Sun, hosts of defects, of which | was never
aware until now; | am black, because | am not yet cleansed of self.

But, nevertheless, | am comely as the tents of Kedar; for this
experimental knowledge of what | am, is extremely pleasing to my
Bridegroom, and induces Him to visit me as a place of rest. | am
comely, because, having no voluntary [11] stain, my Spouse renders me
fair with His own beauty. The blacker | am in my own eyes, the fairer
| amin His.

| am comely, too, as the curtains of Solomon, The curtains of the
divine Solomon are the holy Humanity, which conceals the Word of God
made flesh. | am comely, she says, as His curtains, for He has made me
a partaker of His beauty in this, that as the holy Humanity concealed
the Divinity, so my apparent blackness hides the greatness of God's
workingsin my soul.

| am black also from the crosses and persecutions which attack me from
without; but | am comely as the curtains of Solomon, because blackness
and the cross make me like Him.

| am black because outward weaknesses [12] appear in me, but | am
comely, because my intention is pure within.

5. Look not upon me because | am dark-colored, because the sun hath
tanned me; my mother's children strove against me; they made me keeper
in the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have | not kept.

Why isit that the betrothed asks that they will not look upon her in
her blackness? Because the soul, entering now into the state of faith,
and spoliation of sensible grace, loses by degrees the sweet vigor
that led her so easily to the practice of virtue, and made her
externally so beautiful. [13] And not being able any longer to
perform, her previous acts, because God requires something el se of
her, she seemsto have fallen back into a state of nature.

This seems so to those who are not enlightened, and it isfor this
reason that she exclaims: | beseech you, my friends and companions,
who have not yet arrived at so interior a point, you, who areyet in
the first experiences of the spiritual life, judge me not because | am
dark colored externally, nor because of my outward defects, real or
apparent; for they do not happen from want of love and courage, asis
the case with souls in the beginning, but because my divine Sun has
looked upon me with his constant, burning beams, and changed my color.
He has taken away my natural complexion that | might have only such a
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one as hisfiery fervor would give me. It is the violence of love that
dries up and tans my skin, and not its departure. [14] This blackness
Is an advance, not a relapse; but a progress not for your imitation at
your tender age, for the blackness which you would give yourselves
would be a defect; to be right it must only proceed from the Sun of
Righteousness, who, for His own glory and the highest good of the
soul, burns up and destroys that dazzling outward complexion which was
a source of blindness to the soul, though a cause of great admiration
to those about, to the great prejudice of the Bridegroom's glory.

My mother's children beholding me thus black, sought to compel meto
resume my active life, and direct my attention to the exterior,
instead of devoting myself to the destruction of my interior passions,
they strove against me for along while, and in the end, not being
able to resist them, | yielded to their desires; but in attending to
these outward and foreign things, | have not kept mine own vineyard,
which is my interior, where my God dwells. That is my whole care, and
the only vineyard | ought to keep; and since | have not kept mine own;
since | have been inattentive to the voice of my God, | have been
still less faithful in guarding those of others. Thisisthe
persecution that souls are ordinarily subjected to, when it is once
perceived that their constant introversion causes neglect of some
external thing, the soul being entirely turned inward, and hence not
being able to apply herself to the correction of certain trifling
defects that the Bridegroom will Himself remedy in due time.

6. Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou
reposest at midday, lest | should begin to wander after the flocks of
thy companions.

O Thou whom my soul loveth! exclaims this poor affianced one, thus
obliged to leave the sweet employment within, to be engaged about
external matters of the lowest description; O Thou, whom | love so

much the more as | find my love more thwarted; ah, show me where Thou
feedest Thy flocks, and with what food Thou satisfiest the souls that
are so blessed asto be under Thy care! We know that when Thou wert
upon earth, Thy meat and drink was to do the will of Thy Father (John

Iv. 34), and now Thy meat isthat Thy friends do Thy will. Thou still

feedest Thy followers upon Thyself, revealing to them Thine infinite

perfection, to the end that they may love Thee more fervently; and the
more Thou art revealed, the more they seek to know, that they may be
able ever to love Thee more and more.

Tell me also, pursues she, where Thou reposest at noon! By thisfigure
she intends to convey the vehemence of pure love desiring to learn
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from its author and master, in what it consists; lest perchance,
wandering into some human path, though under the semblance of
spirituality, she may be misled, and may be ministering to self-love,
at the very moment when she was persuaded she had nothing in view, but
pure love and the glory of God aone.

Sheisright in fearing a mistake which involves such important
consequences, and which istoo common among the flocks of the church.
It happens whenever persons are guided by spiritual advisers whom
Jesus Christ has truly rendered His companions, associating them with
Himself in the direction of souls, but who, not being dead to
themselves nor crucified to the world with Him, do not teach their
pupils to deny themselves; to be crucified and dead in everything, in
order to live to God only, and that Christ may live in them. Whence it
happens, that both being in an extremely natural and unmortified life,
their path is also exceedingly human, and consequently liable to turn
aside hither and thither, frequently changing their devotions and
their guides, without ever arriving at anything solid. And because
this wandering arises from the failure to consult with care the maxims
and example of Jesus Christ, and to apply to Him by prayer to obtain
from Him what He alone can grant us, therefore it is that this beloved
soul, being well instructed, implores with so much earnestness the
knowledge of His Word with which He feeds souls, and faithfulness to
follow his example. For she knows that these alone, with the help of
grace, can prevent her from going astray.

We are too often arrested at created means, however religious. God
alone can teach usto do Hiswill, for He aloneis our God. [15]
--(Psalm cxliii. 10.)

She asks also of the Word that He would conduct her to his Father,
since He isthe way that |eads there. The bosom of the Father being
the place where He rests in the noontide of His glory, and in the full
light of eternity, she desiresto be lost in God with Jesus His Son;
to be there hidden and there to rest forever. And though she does not
say so explicitly, she gives us to understand it distinctly enough by
what she says afterwards,--lest | should begin to wander as| have
done. There | shall be perfectly secure; | shall never more be
deceived; and what is far better, | shall sin no more.

7. 1f thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by
the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds
tents.

The Bridegroom replies to His Bride, and to prepare her for the grace
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which He would bestow, as well asto instruct her in the use of what
s